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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Atty Docket No.: 2401.0268C 

In re the PATENT application of 
Richard L. Goode et al 
Serial No.: Not Yet Assigned 
Filed: Herewith 

For: Method of Making Ventilation Tube 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

BOX PATENT APPLICATION 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D. C. 20231 

Sir- 
Prior to examination on the merits, please amend the subject divisional application 
as follows: 
In the Title 

Delete the title in its entirety and insert the following new title: 
--Method of Making Ventilation Tube--. 
In the Drawings: 

With the approval of the Examiner, please amend Fig. 2 to add reference numeral 
26 as shown in red on the enclosed photocopy to indicate the flange described on page 
7, line 24 of the specification. 
In the Claims: 

Cancel claims 1-14. 



The following is a clean version of the entire set of claims presently pending in the 
subject application. 

15. A method of making a medical ventilation tube comprising the steps of 
forming a hollow tubular shaft from a first material having a rigidity to resist bending 

and to maintain a passage through the shaft when the ventilation tub is placed in an 
anatomical structure; and 

molding a flange onto the hollow tubular shaft using a second material having a 
rigidity less than that of the first material to permit the flange to deform in response to 
contact with the anatomical structure. 

1 6. A method of making a medical ventilation tube as recited in claim 1 5 wherein 
said molding step includes placing the hollow tubular shaft within a mold having a cavity 
configured to form the flange. 

1 7. A method of making a medical ventilation tube as recited in claim 1 6 wherein 
said molding step further includes injecting the second material into the mold to fill the 
cavity and thermally bond with the hollow tubular shaft. 

1 8. A method of making a medical ventilation tube as recited in claim 1 5 wherein 
said molding step further includes using a polymer having a durometer of about 50 as the 
second material. 

1 9. A method of making a medical ventilation tube as recited in claim 1 5 wherein 
said step of forming a hollow tubular shaft includes extruding a continuous length of hollow 
tubing and cutting the hollow tubing to a predetermined length. 
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20. A method of making a medical ventilation tube as recited in claim 1 9 wherein 
said step of forming a hollow tubular shaft further includes using a polymer having a 
durometer of about 90 to about 95 as the first material. 

21 . A method of making a medical ventilation tube as recited in claim 1 5 wherein 
said step of forming a hollow tubular shaft includes molding a ventilation tube using the first 
material and trimming the flange away. 



Claims 15-21 remain in the pending patent application, with claims 1-7 and 9-11 
having been canceled. 

In view of the above, the present application should now be in condition for early 
action on the merits. 
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Rockville, Maryland 20850-3164 
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